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Introduction

The modern knowledge based society and
knowledge economy creation is the priority of
the development processes in the European
Union.

Knowledge based society and knowledge
economy creation could be defined as an com-

plex transformation with the qualitatively new
societal life oriented priorities. It means, that
the transformation processes representing the new
quality oriented changes in the society and in
the social economic life are an important part
of the political, social, economic, technological
development processes in the European Union
in general.

 Of course, transformation processes could
be defined as an important object of the scien-
tific research on the European integration, en-
largement of the European Union, on the Eu-
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ropean culture and social, economic and politi-
cal development in Europe.

 There are some different traditional and the

new definitions of the transformation processes.
 he popular traditional definition of the trans-

formation or transition processes in society de-
scribes the transformation as the complex changes

from non-democratic system with planning economy

into the democratic system with market economy.

This definition traditionally is used for descrip-
tion of the development processes in the Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe during the last 15-20
years: the political, social and economic systems
in the Central and East European countries were
transformed into the modern democratic open
societies and market oriented economies. The
enlargement of the European Union, the inte-
gration of the Central and East European coun-
tries into the European Union and the spread
of the NATO into the East could be defined as
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the especially important result of the transfor-
mation processes into the Central and Eastern
Europe.

At this time, in the enlarged European
Union, there is a complex process of the new
transformations representing the new phase of
the political, social, economic modernization.
The priorities of these transformations are the
further activities of integration processes in the
whole space of the European Union and the in-
tensive creation of the knowledge based society
and global market oriented knowledge economy.
It means, that the new definition of the transfor-
mation processes, especially- transformation pro-
cesses in the European Union, could be used: in
this case the transformation processes could be
described as the qualitatively new European soci-

ety creation oriented complex changes covering all

spheres of political, social, economic life and tech-

nological development in the European Union.

An important direction of the transforma-
tions in the enlarged European Union is the ac-

tive interregional and internal regional political,

social, economic and technological integration and

formation of the unified social, economic and tech-

nological spaces. This direction could be defined
as regional integration oriented transformations and
represents some activities towards the creation
of knowledge based society and knowledge
economy in various regions of the European
Union, as well as in the Europe- an Union in
general.

 Regional integration oriented transformations

could be described as typical for various regions
in the European Union. These transformations
could be characterized as typical for the Baltic
region too: it means, that the possibilities of the
regional political, social, economic and techno-
logical integration and the formation of unified
social, economic and technological space in the
Baltic region could be analyzed as an typical ex-
ample representing the regional and interre-
gional integration processes in the various re-
gions in the European Union and in Europe in
general.

Regional integration oriented transforma-
tions in the European Union, including unified
spaces formation oriented transformations in the
Baltic region, could be defined as an important
precondition for further development of quali-
tative new society in the Baltic countries.

Unified spaces formation oriented transfor-
mations in the Baltic region could be defined as
an complicated scientific research area. The main
research priorities in this area are the following:

the preparation of the conception of the Baltic
region as a whole; the complex analysis of the
arguments determining the idea of the Baltic
region community and unity, and the complex
analysis of the opposing arguments to this idea;
the formation of regulating and self-regulating
mechanisms, the social, economic, technologi-
cal strategies for Baltic region.

The following material is devoted to these
research priorities.

1. The Baltic region as the specific

regional system in the European

Union: unity and internal con flicts

1.1. The Baltic region and its system

indicators

 The Baltic region in general, all three Bal-
tic countries - Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, as well
as political, social and economic development
processes in this region could be defined as an

important object of the scientific research and prac-

tice oriented projects on European integration,
enlargement of the European Union, the changes
in the society, economy and culture in the Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe, as well as future ori-
ented relations in the system “West- East“
(Melnikas B., 1997, 1998, 2002; Melnikas.B.,
Reichelt B., 2004).

Development processes in the Baltic region
could be defined as an important factor of com-

plex societal modernization in the Baltic countries

and in the Central and Eastern Europe in general.

At this time, in the Baltic region , there is a
complex process of political , economic and so-
cial transformation, representing the spread of
democratic relations, orientation towards the
priorities of the universal person’s worth, and
also the internationalization of political, eco-
nomic, technological, social and cultural devel-
opment, as well as the knowledge based society
and knowledge economy creation (Smith D.J.,
2005; Kelertas V.,2006).

The changes in the Baltic region represents
the typical trends of the Baltic countries devel-
opment processes in the context of the enlarge-
ment of the European Union, as well as in the
context of the modernization processes in Eu-
rope in general. This context could be defined
as an new transformations oriented context

(Hofbauer H., 2003; Lavingne M., 1995; Lieven
A., 1995; Brunner G., 2000; Pollert A., 1999).

Globalization processes, as well as knowl-
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edge based society creation and the enlargement
of the European Union are an important factor
of the changes in the Baltic region (Brakman S.,
Garetsen H., Marrewijk C., Witteloostuijn A.,
2006; Castells M., 2005, 2006, 2007; Badylis J.,
Smith S., 1997; Heywood A., 1997; Hix S., 2006;
Huntington S., 1998; Johnson D., Turner C.,
2006; Lewis R.D., 2002; McQeen H., 2001; Parker
B., 2005; Tomlinson J., 2002)

The transformation processes in the Baltic
countries are various. One of the basic directions
is connected with the Baltic region as a very com-
plex system for political, economic, and social
development.

Perspective views toward the Baltic countries
should be connected with the condition, that the
transformation processes in the Baltic region
should occur in stages to create conditions for
the formation of a unified social, economic and

technological space in the Baltic region. .

Apart from that, that the Baltic region is
not yet unified in the technology, economic, and
social spheres, there remains the proper condi-
tions for the formation of that type of space.
These conditions allow for the Baltic countries
questions to be viewed as those of system devel-
opment, especially because these questions are
remarkably actual in the context of European
integration and further development of the en-
larged European Union. At this point it is noted,
that the more active and intensive further inte-
gration of the Baltic countries into the social,
economic and technological systems of the Eu-
ropean Union, the spread of NATO into the East,
as well as the further international activities and
co-operation problems of the Baltic countries
with the partners in the global spaces can con-
structively be solved only then, if the Baltic re-
gion forms a new type of inter-regional integra-

tion and co-operation mechanisms.

The inter-Baltic countries integration can-
not be separated from the formation of a uni-
fied social, economic and technological space.
It is far more detailed, comprehending the com-
plexity and duality of the formation of such a
space, to discuss the array of questions which
affect the Baltic region on the basis of its’ being
a system, as well as on the Baltic countries uni-
fied development details.

The multidimensional conception of the Bal-

tic region as a whole represents some possibilities
for the formation of a unified social, economic
and technological space. The main idea of this
conception is the multidimensional evaluation of
the development factors and processes in the

Baltic countries.
The conception of the Baltic region as a

whole is related to ethnic, social cultural politi-
cal and economic development process varieties,

as well as the formation of a evaluation criteria

for this region as a whole. The base condition,
which must be followed for understanding the
Baltic region as a system, is that the Baltic re-
gion must be understood as that whole together
with the characteristic differences and signs of
internal conflict. Also, these signs in the Baltic
region are very clear; the analysis of these signs
is a crucial link to understanding the Baltic re-
gion as a system.

Understanding in the most general case that
the Baltic region - the people residing and their
group whole or community - expresses that one
real goal and unity, we can conclude that the
Baltic region is a system, based on several view-
points:

–  as a whole expressing various internal and
external regulation subjects,

–  as people and the group whole expressing
and implementing various goals and interests,

–  as a political, social, economic, or other
organizational whole,

–  as a formally and informally structured
whole,

–  as a part of larger geopolitical, economic
and other structures,

–  as a system having real internal ties, an
accumulating social culture, sharing ethnic, his-
torical, political, and economic similarities.

The aforementioned views represent the
variety of the Baltic region as a whole, reflecting
aspects which show the regions unity, as well as
internal conflicts necessary to its development.

1.2. Expressions of centripetal and

centrifugal force forming in the

Baltic region as a system

In the functioning course of every system,
there are two types of forces which represent
themselves in various forms - centripetal and
centrifugal. This team of forces reflects the two
system development tendencies, supplementing
one another, in relation to that

– the system expresses itself as a unified,
constant and inseparable organism,

– the systems separate parts express them-
selves, to a great or lesser degree of freedom, in
the respect to those rules and limits which con-
ditions the goals, tasks, and interests of the gen-
eral system as a whole.
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The logic behind reflected conceptions of
centripetal and centrifugal forces can be used in
evaluation of political, social and economic de-
velopment processes in the Baltic region. Assum-
ing that political, social, and economic develop-
ment as well as transformation processes, were
conditioned by two rather opposing and supple-
menting tendencies in the past, are conditioned
now and will be conditioned in the future:

– the formation of the Baltic region as a
geopolitical, social, cultural and economic com-
munity, while the political, social and economic
developments rule as much in the Baltic region
as in the separate Baltic countries is the Baltic
region’s community and the spread of the inter-

nal integration whole of the Baltic region,
– the formation of the whole of the Baltic

region as separate Baltic countries, while ruled
by political, social, and economic development
is the affirmation of every country’s internal pri-

orities and the Baltic region as averagely integrated

and only formally expressing the spread as sepa-
rate whole communities.

Both of these tendencies are based on a real
Baltic region as a geopolitical, social, cultural
and economic community formation.

In attempt to understand the system and
organizational views of the Baltic region as real
general development mechanisms and possibili-
ties of further spread, it is necessary to more
broadly discuss those actions, which determine
the spread of the Baltic country’s community as
well as of the Baltic region as a whole, and as
much those factors which express the opposing
regulations to the idea of the Baltic region com-
munity and unity.

1.3. Arguments determining the idea

of the Baltic region community

and unity

The basic reasons in favour of the idea of
the Baltic region as a geopolitical, social and eco-

nomic community are the following:
1. The shared geography of the Baltic coun-

tries, signifying the similarities and unity of the
Baltic countries in the geographic respect;

2. The similarities of historic culture of the
Baltic countries, expressing that

– the historical development of the Baltic
countries has accumulated many similar factors
and facts, indicating analogous reasons as well
as clear connections in time,

– the societal development of the Baltic
countries is based on mentaly, tradition and liv-

ing style similarities,
– the same historic cultural environment

was based on very similar historical events, indi-
cating a common cultural history of the Baltic
countries within the affects of the former there
is especially those which were related to this
region’s development in the Russian Empire until
1918, as well as those related to this region’s
development in the USSR from 1940 until 1990
(the Baltic region’s development within the
USSR is related to a deep and multifaceted po-
litical, social cultural and economic sovietization
of life, expressing unified indicators and stan-
dards, and in great part determining the simi-
larities of the Baltic countries at this point in
time).

3. The shared political development of the
Baltic countries, expressing that the Baltic coun-
tries unified and continue to unify along as much
real as imaginary external dangers; these dangers
were and remain to be related to potential po-
litical, economic and cultural environment inva-
sions and aggressions in view of the Baltic coun-
tries (the Baltic community has experienced many
painful historical lessons in relation to negative
views towards any aggression or invasion in re-
spect to them: this experience expresses itself as
a unifying factor of the whole Baltic region, and
has special political meaning); external danger
is one of the basic Baltic countries political, and
military defence co-operation stimuli,

– the Baltic countries at this time have simi-
lar political goals relating to relations with the
larger and more influential world countries and
international organizations; these political goals
include, first of all, guarantees in the areas of
security and stability, and they are the Baltic
region’s, motive for political unity,

– the larger and more influential of inter-
national political subjects view towards the Bal-
tic region is essentially understood as a unified
international political, economic and military
defence object (all, without exception, of the
larger and more influential world countries and
organizations see the Baltic region as being a
similar part of Europe - internal politics, eco-
nomics, and social culture - without paying heed
to the more clear and essential specific charac-
teristics, which would be necessary for separate
countries); the Baltic region could express itself
as a unified political, economic, and military
defence object, from the point of view of the
larger and more influential international politi-
cal subjects.



13

4. The shared economic development
of the Baltic countries indicates that

– the Baltic countries show a very similar
natural, technological, legal, social, cultural,
political, and other factors of their economic
development: in view of the world economic
structure, within the whole Baltic region exists a
very similar economic structure, and all the Bal-
tic countries need, essentially, the same level of
economic development (especially similarities in
work load and quality, as well as in work cul-
ture), and it is characteristic of all the Baltic
countries, essentially, the same economic reforms
as well as economic development problems,

– any large modern economic or techno-
logical program can be successfully realized tak-
ing only the whole Baltic region: any one of the
Baltic countries is too small for the implemen-
tation of a large project, and their markets are
too small, therefore, realistic economic or tech-
nological advancement in various economic
spheres must take place in all of the Baltic coun-
tries simultaneously (at this point, it is noted
that attempt to localise large economic or tech-
nological projects in the separate countries at
the same time would also cause its ineffective-
ness: only the implementation of a complete set
project can be comprehended as a modern eco-
nomic criteris viewpoint toward an effective re-
sult),

– the Baltic region is valued as a united
international economic situation.

5. The common social background of the
Baltic countries indicates that

– the Baltic countries communities  –
social structures, cultural levels and ethnicity show
great similarities,

– social problems are characteristic of the
Baltic countries, relating to the spreading social
differentiation and polarization in society, and
also problems relating to the fact that the Baltic
countries’ social structure and cultural levels are
inadequate for a forming economic structure and
the extent of economic decreases (the Baltic
countries, in their social structural respect, are
not ready for drastic economic and technologi-
cal changes).

6. The shared problematic tendencies of the
Baltic countries and their development in the
view of European integration and international
co-operation indicates that the Baltic countries
raise problems relating to tendencies of the new
European integration and international co-op-
eration: these problems are general to the whole
Baltic region, including those in the areas of

economic and social development and require a
view which takes the Baltic region as a whole:

the aforementioned problems are several:
– the problem of political, economic and

humanitarian support in the Baltic region is re-
lated to the fact that there must be that real and
effective initial support for European integra-
tion and international co-operation conditions,
upon which would create opportunities for fur-
ther spread into international integration ori-
entation processes,

– the international security problems, since
the Baltic region is at this point considered, in
the local respect, but as well as in the real inter-
national insecurity and unstable factors: the
Baltic region, at this point, expresses itself as a
direct source of ecological, criminological, and
other hazards and risks to the Western countries
(risk of environmental pollution, various types
of illegal immigrants, transport of contraband,
narcotics business, various other organized crime
activities, prostitution, etc.). This is used as a
pretext for escalating political tensions between
the larger world countries and defence structures,
and as a potential regional ethnic and other con-
flict source; there are other problems in the Bal-
tic region which can present themselves as a
threat to international security, as well,

– the spread of the sphere of influence of
the larger world countries and political and eco-
nomic organizations or other change problems
directly affecting the Baltic region as a whole
(Baltic integration into the European Union,
NATO spread towards the East and other simi-
lar problems, which cannot be one way or an-
other, solve without considering the Baltic re-
gion as a whole).

The aforementioned, as well as some other
reasons reflect the most important arguments
allowing that the Baltic region be regarded as a
clear geopolitical, social , cultural, and economic
community. It is also noted that opposing argu-
ments cannot be ignored, indicating arguments
that oppose the possibilities of the Baltic region
being a community and a whole.

1.4. Opposing arguments to the idea

of the Baltic region being a community

The major arguments opposing the Baltic
region community and whole are:

1. The geographic variety of the Baltic coun-
tries, indicating the formation of separate geo-
graphic conditions affecting geopolitical, eco-
nomic, as well as strategic military situations; the
geographic variety of the separate Baltic coun-



14

tries is not as clear as the similarities, however,
the existing differences can objectively be used
to oppose the community of the Baltic region
and the idea of unity;

2. The historic cultural differences indicate
that the separate Baltic countries has amassed
various differing historic cultural traditions, ex-
isting in the past and currently within the soci-
eties mentalities development:

– separate nationalities rule the different
Baltic countries, having separate cultures, lan-
guages, and traditions,

– within the Baltic countries, there is an
inconsistent variety of Christian culture (Catho-
lic, Protestant, Pravoslav, and other) develop-
ment: this indicates variations in Christian men-
tality within the Baltic region,

– within the separate countries and re-
gions, there have been unequal affects of vari-
ous russifications, polonizations, germanizations,

scandinavizations, and of other similar influences,
which are the basis of differences in ethnic cul-
tural integration,

– within within the separate Baltic coun-
tries and regions, there has historically been dif-
ferent economic structures, various business pri-
orities, and there has existed many different view-
points through various societal levels towards
economic, social, and political conditions: this
shows a rather clear difference within the Baltic
region (these differences, in part, support dif-
ferences between historic political, economic, and
social life traditions),

– the separate Baltic countries and regions
have historically formed very different ethnic resi-
dent structures: various regional residents, past
or present, express clear ethnic specifications,
which due to various aspects, indicate different
lifestyles and traditions, appearing in the politi-
cal, social, and economic development in the
separate Baltic countries and regions,

– very different national community terri-
torial dispersion was and still is characteristic of
the separate Baltic countries and regions: the
dispersion throughout the Baltic region territo-
ries was and remains unequal, as much in the
quantitative respect as in the social leveling re-
spect; the ethnic resident structure, as well as
the differences in national community territo-
rial dispersion support rather clear historic cul-
tural distinctions between the Baltic countries,

– the separate Baltic countries and regions
differ rather drastically in their community so-

cial structures, and this supports long-term resi-
dential formation of traditions;

3. The political differences in the Baltic
countries indicate that

– specific political features are character-
istic of every country, proving that the differ-
ence in political goals and regulations is not con-
sistent with the political orientation of the Bal-
tic region community as a whole,

– the orientation of the larger and more
influential of the world’s countries toward the
Baltic countries may differ little: these differ-
ences could by due to many reasons relating to
the variety of their interests in the Baltic coun-
tries: the existence of those differences also in-
dicates the differences in politics between the
Baltic countries in general,

– the Baltic countries, as a part of their
region and as international political and eco-
nomic subjects, are in actuality competitors : the
political competition between the Baltic coun-
tries shows that the region does not display it-
self as being a unified system.

4. The economic peculiarities of the Baltic
countries indicating that they have, in the eco-
nomic respect, in the view of one another, clear
competitive positions, which were created by the
following surroundings:

– the Baltic countries continue to express
similar economics and economic structures: it is
necessary for the separate nation economies that
their branch structures, production force devel-
opment level, labour productivity and quality,
specialization, as well as created product assort-
ments be very similar; this similarity greatly con-
tinues to limit the domestic economic addition
and co--operation possibilities and at the same
time creates conditions for the appearance of
stiff competition as much within the Baltic re-
gion, as board,

– the Baltic countries do not have a tradi-
tion of economic co-operation: as much up un-
til soviet times (until 1940) as under the USSR
conditions, the internal economic co-operation
in the Baltic region was very little (during USSR
times, every Baltic republic had many economic
ties with various USSR regions, including those
beyond the Baltic region, however those eco-
nomic ties were formed and kept working excep-
tionally under the USSR central planning and
controlling mechanisms); the lack of experience
and traditions for creating and keeping internal
economic ties within the Baltic region expresses
itself as one of the preconditions for the current
economic competition between the Baltic coun-
tries,

– the very clear current competition be-
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tween the Baltic countries expresses that each
nation strives to represent the economic require-
ments of the whole region and to attract poten-
tial investments for those projects and programs,
which essentially would conceal the necessity in
use of the Baltic region as a whole: in this re-
spect, it is noted that the Baltic countries com-
pete amongst themselves as investment, as well
as economic support attractors for the Baltic
region,

– the real working economic development
stimulating mechanisms in each of the Baltic
countries, are largely geared towards co-opera-
tion with Western countries, and not towards co-
operation within the Baltic region: this greatly
limits the partnership and co-operation of the
Baltic countries, at the same time, strengthen-
ing interregional competition; this competition,
being that the interregional partnership and co-
operation are not developed, negatively works
against the possibilities, of the Baltic region as a
whole, to successfully compete in world markets.

5. The social peculiarities of the Baltic coun-
tries indicating that each country’s communities
display a rather clear closedness , because

– the former social and cultural integra-
tion connections into the Central and Eastern
Europe and especially within the USSR, which
were supported and working during the Soviet
time-period, broke very suddenly; the break of
these connections negatively affected the ties be-
tween the separate Baltic communities; this situ-
ation greatly influenced the closedness of each
Baltic country’s social cultural community, es-
pecially since the former ties between Central
and Eastern Europe and the USSR was not com-
pensated with adequate ties to the West,

– the Baltic communities, until 1990, were
practically completely separate from the West-
ern social cultural life (only separate individuals
and a handful of organizations and establish-
ments had social cultural contact with the West,
making a wider integration into the Western so-
cial experience and cultural system virtually im-
possible); during the past years, the social and
cultural rules of the West have been spreading
over the Baltic region , however, real integra-
tion into the Western system is still small scale:
this condition very really influences the Baltic
communities’ closedness, apparent even at
present,

– Western policy in the view of the Baltic
and other Central and Eastern European coun-
tries, was and is oriented towards the fact that
these countries’ cultural integration into West-

ern systems would occur with limits and would
be strictly controlled by the West; the West’s rules
for social and cultural integration into European
and world structures is more political, than prac-
tical in nature, and in fact, are only realized in
the Central and Eastern European countries’
elite level of society (and then only on a limited
scale!): this sort of Western policy is due to the
fact that in the Baltic countries (as in other Cen-
tral and Eastern European countries) will main-
tain a rather marked community closedness,

– the community closedness in each of the
Baltic countries is due to the current perspec-
tive of each country, since, first of all, the goal is
to integrate not so much into an internal Baltic
community (by the by, the Baltic region as a uni-
fied and inseparable social organism does not
exist), as into the Western community in gen-
eral; the do or die goal to integrate into a rather
abstract and superficially understandable West-
ern community (it is interesting that a Western
unified and inseparable community also does not
exist) not only greatly slows the real Baltic inte-
gration in the social and cultural respect, but
also stops the Baltic harmonized community de-
velopment and unique potential to spread;

6. The problematic peculiarities in respect to
European integration and international co-op-
eration, indicate that in each Baltic country,
there exists a priority of very clear directly relat-
ing problems, and general Baltic region or Bal-
tic community problems are not always consid-
ered priority.

One of the characteristics of the Baltic re-
gion, influencing the integration process prob-
lems and complexity of the region as a whole, is
that none of the Baltic countries has the abili-
ties and basis to be the leader of the integration
process, and more so of the Baltic region:

– in the quantity respect, (territory, num-
ber of residents, natural resources, amassed capi-
tal, national products, military and economic
power, scientific technical potential, and other
parameters evaluating quantity) all the Baltic
countries are more or less similar and are seen as
weak countries, with small economic and pro-
ductive power,

–  in the quality respect, (quality bases rep-
resenting the community, quality of life, eco-
nomic level, policy regulations, transformation
and reform effectiveness, world image, and other
quality indicators) all the Baltic countries are
also seen as very similar and not having any basis
to lead in respect to the others.

The lack of having a country leader in the
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Baltic region is due to the fact that the integra-
tion process creates a lack of internal nucleic at-

traction, which would be a basis for mobilising
and directionally orienting integration process
efforts.

The aforementioned, as well as other, rea-
sons reflect the most important arguments, al-
lowing the assertion that the Baltic region inte-
gration can really be implemented along limited
average models, whose basis in geopolitical, so-
cial, cultural, and economic community forma-
tion will express many developmental tenden-
cies which will oppose the logic of the region’s
unity. The implementation of these models, on
the other hand, could be the basis to rationally
balance the views toward the Baltic region as a
system full of unity, as much as a whole made up
of separate yet similar countries.

2. The formation of the regulating

and self-regulating mechanisms

for the Baltic region as a system

2.1. The regulating and

self-regulating mechanisms,

the variety of regulating subjects,

and their goals and interests in

the Baltic region

The understanding of the Baltic region’s
development problems is permanently tied to the
formation and implementation of those regulat-

ing and self-regulating mechanisms, which are
designated to guarantee the effectiveness of the
region’s complex geopolitical, social , cultural
and economic system spread. The formation and
implementation of these mechanisms require the
naming and evaluation of the most important
regulating subjects, whose interests, in respect
to the Baltic region as a system, raising goals could
be the content for forming a regulating process
and regulating mechanisms. This means that the
essential question is the comprehension and nam-
ing of the regulating subjects and their sought
after goals and interests, as well as the most sig-
nificant regulating subject priority goals and in-
terest evaluation (Parsons W., 2001).

The variety of regulating subjects and their
goals and interests in the Baltic region is an im-
portant factor of the formation of regulating and
self-regulating mechanisms for the integration
in the Baltic region . Any geopolitical, social ,
cultural and economic system development goals,
as well as their primary interests, one way or an-

other represent those real regulating subjects,
which form and realize the real development strat-
egy. In this sense, it is very important to compre-
hend the whole of those economic, political, as
well as other structure, organizations, and insti-
tutions (formal and informal), which actually
fulfill, or have the potential to fulfill, the func-
tions of the Baltic region’s development regulat-
ing subjects.

The real and potential regulating subjects
in the Baltic region are various, and are classi-
fied according to many criteria.

The classification of the regulating subjects
best reflects the variety of classifications upon
whose basis it would be possible to describe the
subjects, considering their goals and interests and
various characteristics. For this reason, it would
be best to single out the most important regu-
lating subject goals and interest according to in-
dicator groups and classify the subjects on the
basis of goals and interests.

The most important goal and interest indi-
cator groups of the subjects are considered to be
the following:

1. Indicators, representing the spatial char-
acteristics of regulating subject goals and inter-
ests:

– goals and interests forming within and
affecting the region,

– goals and interests affecting the region
which form outside of the region,

– goals and interests forming in and af-
fecting different parts within the region;

2. Indicators, representing the various na-
tures of goals and interests:

– political goals and interest,
– military strategy goals and interests,
– economy goals and interests,
– social , cultural and other goals and in-

terests;
3. Indicators, representing the global expres-

sion of goals and interests:
– goals and interests of various global lev-

els and dimensions,
– local goals and interests of various levels

and dimensions (the local goals and interests can
be chosen on the basis of various criteria);

4. Indicators, representing the expression of
goals and interests in time:

– constant or long-term goals and interests,
– one-time or short-term goals and interests,
– regularly or irregularly expressing goals

and interests;
5. Indicators, representing formal and in-

formal goals and interests:
– formal and informal goals and interests
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of various formal structures,
– goals and interests of various informal

structures.
Regulating structures can also be classified

by other indicators as well.
It is necessary to notice that the naming and

evaluating of the region’s regulating subjects,
including the question of comprehending the
primary development goals and interests, is very
complicated. This is related to various factors,
including:

– that the Baltic region expresses various
political and economic forces, which rather mark-
edly affect the whole region as much as the sepa-
rate countries; these forces distinguish the dif-
ferences and contrary of their goals and inter-
ests, therefore, these forces’ large scale activity
would cause the instability, and various internal

conflict risks, of the Baltic region’s geopolitical,
social, cultural and economic systems,

– the real regional development regulat-
ing subjects essentially represent those true po-
litical, economic, and social minorities, in most
cases, however, they are able to convince the
majority portion of society that they are able to
represent the society’s majority: this creates situ-
ations where the factual goals and interests do
not coincide at all with the declared goals and
interests, and this could strengthen the opposi-
tion between various societal groups, leaders,
and members; all this increases the danger of so-
cial confrontation and polarization,

– the the regulating subjects of the Baltic
region which condition the development can
actually be , or are, related to various political
and economic forces, working at a more global

scale than just the Baltic region; this means that
various realising goals and interests can express
themselves as reflections of the actual more glo-
bal goals and interests,

– that among the actual regulating sub-
jects, there can also be various informal struc-
tures; this circumstance complicates the compre-
hension of the expressing goals and interests,
and the evaluation of the development of the
Baltic region as a system,

– that various marked views of the sepa-
rate Baltic countries exist - ethnic, political, eco-
nomic and other; this is due to the rather wide
belief that various local natures can appear in
the separate Baltic countries.

The circumstances presented reflect the va-
riety of geopolitical, social, cultural and economic
system regulating subjects and their goals and
interests; comprehension of the latter supports

the complexity of evaluation problems on the
whole of regulating subjects, as well as the seri-
ousness of the problem of solving the questions
of the Baltic region’s political, economic and
social development regulation.

2.2. The formation and improvement

principles of the regulating and

self-regulating mechanisms of the

Baltic region as a whole

Every geopolitical, social cultural and eco-
nomic system development’s condition is the ef-
fective functioning of regulation and self-regu-
lation mechanisms. This condition is also true in
the case of the Baltic region: this means that it
is necessary to comprehend the most important
appropriate regulating and self-regulating
mechanisms formation and improvement prin-

ciples.

The following are considered to be the most
important formation and improvement mecha-
nism principles:

1. The bio-, social- and cultural ecological

changes principle of the region’s development,
expressing:

– that the Baltic region must be compre-
hended as a complete biosocial ecosystem, inte-
grating various biological and social subsystems
which exist in the region; this comprehension
could guarantee the Baltic region as being viewed
as a geopolitical, social, cultural and economic
community, and this could be a basis for the
implementing of the effective regulating and
self-regulating mechanisms,

– that the regional biosocial ecosystem
development direction and effectiveness is due
to a specific unique community culture, whose
basis is the implementation of the adaptation of
people, community, and surrounding biological
and social environment, expressing various
changes in the environment
and community: thanks to the community cul-
ture, the regulating and self-regulating means
are regulations towards biological, social envi-
ronment, and community protection and pres-
ervation, as well as change; the community cul-
ture could cause internal harmony and biosocial

balance in the region,
– that the accumulated biosocial culture,

integrating unique biological and social cultures,
must be protected and preserved, expressing the
unity, continuity, irreplaceability, and internal
harmony of the Baltic region’s biosocial content,

– the Baltic traditions must gain a foot-
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hold in the region’s social culture, expressing the
region’s social cultural unity and the shared
mentality of the Baltic residents; the Baltic tradi-
tions could be the impulse to spread the inte-
gration strengthening priorities, and this should
be a very positive affect upon the region’s politi-
cal, social, and economic development;

2. The humanitarian and democratic prin-
ciples of the region’s development, expressing:

– that the development regulating and self-
regulating mechanisms must be unconditionally
geared towards the general human-valuing pri-
orities; the comprehension and implementation
of the latter must be the basis to activate regu-
lating functions and to perform self-regulating
acts for all political, social and economic devel-
opment directions,

– that it is necessary to base regulating and
self-regulating mechanisms on actual, and not
artistic or “demonstrative“ democratic statutes:
the implementation of democratic statutes, must
be related to unity of legal, duty, and responsibil-

ity, including that actions must guarantee har-

mony and balance of goals and interests, which
represent various groups within the society,

– that regulating and self-regulating
mechanisms must be spread by such means that
forced means be eliminated from the practice:
in this sense, non-forcible democratic priority
statutes can be mentioned,

– that the region development’s human-
ization and democratization must include all
political, social , cultural and economic devel-
opment directions;

3. The innovative changes and intellectual-

ization principles of the region’s development
express:

– that the regulation and self-regulation
mechanisms must be oriented towards all inno-
vative modernization and improvement of sci-
ence and technological advances, as well as the
newest technological basis,

– that the regulating and self-regulating
mechanisms must promote the intellectualiza-
tion of the community, implementation of a
high qualification level, and the formation of
those types of social and economic structures
which would by geared towards a culture of high
labour and life, work load and quality improve-
ment and overall betterment of living standards:
it is necessary to implement regulation and self-
regulation means allowing the creation of mod-
ern production and service areas, via high inno-
vation, technology, and qualification indicators.

The listed principles express essential statutes,

affecting the formation of the region
development’s regulating and self-regulating
mechanisms and their further spread: it is im-
portant to base and effectively target various
regulating and self-regulating methods, as well
as to complete various regulating and self-regu-
lating functions during the practical creation ,
improvement and realization. From the Baltic
region’s aspect, the target means of strategic plan-

ning, projection, and programming has special
priority, attempting to solve actual integration

process promoting and spreading assignments: it
is these means which could be the basis to
directionally regulate and control the development
of the geopolitical, social, cultural and economic
systems.

3. The integration strategies for the

Baltic region

3.1. The problems of strategic

planning and programming of the

Baltic region’s integration process

Among the development regulating and
self-regulating problems within the Baltic region
as a system, there are those which are exception-
ally related to strategic planning, programming,

and complete projection method targeting, and also
with the planning and implementing of the
region’s modernization plans, programs and
projects, on whose basis strategic transformation
ideas could be realized. By the by, among the
latter, there are those which directly affect the
internal regional integration, as much as the
region’s integration into European and world
structures.

Formulating the essential region integration
processes and their strategic planning, program-
ming and projection affecting statutes, atten-
tion is directed towards the facts:

– that the Baltic region as a geopolitical,
social cultural, and economic system internal in-
tegration and this system’s integration into Eu-
ropean and world structures’ development con-
tent, within, there must be compromising deci-
sions, balancing the region’s community as much
as each country’s uniqueness and complete au-

tonomy origins accumulation,
– that integration process development

affecting the region must act in natural forms,
limiting themselves only to non-forcible target
methods and means,

– that strategic plans, programs, and complete
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projects must accumulate whole means, with
which, after implementation, concrete modern-
ization and advanced transformation results
could be reached in respect to political, eco-
nomic, social cultural or other views,

– that the internal regional integration
could be comprehended as an essential and nec-

essary stage for the Baltic countries and region
for further more intensive and active integra-
tion into European and world structures,

– that that the internal regional integra-
tion could be an effective enough means, de-
signed to reduce negative results, that at this
time in the region’s development, the primary
expressing tendency is one of cordon transit type

development, reflecting the ideas of the region
as being within the “East-West“ cordon transit
zone system: this idea expresses the view of the
region as a cordon for the West, protecting the
West from the East, and vice versa, as well as a
“bridge“ (or corridor) between East and West;
the internal regional integration could speed up
the autonomous Baltic development and mod-
ernization, and real strengthened independence.

The presented statutes could be evaluated
by preparing and implementing various thematic

strategic plans, programs and projects; in this
case it is necessary to understand that strategic
decisions which affect the region’s political, eco-
nomic, and social cultural development are es-
pecially important.

3.2. The problems in the area of

political and military strategic

integration processes

The internal regional integration and the
region’s more intensive and active integration
into European and world structures course and
results are influenced greatly by political inte-
gration problem solving.

As it is known, there are formal integration
oriented structures which exist in the Baltic re-
gion currently (Baltic Assembly and other struc-
tures of this nature and level). The creation of
these structures and the improvement of their
further activities is an important action for the
organization and regulation of the integration
processes. At this point it is noted that the pres-
ence of such formal structures, and their whole
range of actions, could in the future become an
effective organizational mechanism, could dis-
cern the intensive spread of integration processes
in various political, economic, social , cultural
development directions.

Evaluating the political and military strate-
gic integration problems and possible solutions,
attention is given to several rather important
regional political and military strategic develop-
ment situations:

1. The political and military strategiø inte-
gration should be comprehended parallel to two
alternative criteria view:

– when the region  – (as a whole) integra-
tion occurs, orienting the content and forms to-
wards those statutes which are the primary at this
point in time within the larger world countries
and international organizations’ policies: in this
case, the region – political and military strategic
development, and most importantly, the Baltic
region – security would be very much depended

upon the larger world countries – policies and
their decisions, in respect to the Baltic region;
in this situation the region’s security would de-
pend upon essentially on external actions,

– when the region  – (as a whole) political
and military strategic integration occurs and is
very mobile, orienting towards such statutes
which are first of all, not essentially dependent,

– of external actions: in this case the re-
gion, in respect to its political and military stra-
tegic development, could gear itself so that it
would become autonomous and little or less de-

pendent upon the external political and military
strategic situation actions; in this case the Baltic
region security would depend more upon their
own policies, of course, not completely disre-
garding the affects of external actions ;

2. The Baltic region integration in the po-
litical and military strategic respect should be
based on gearing towards strategic decisions which
have long-term perspectives are acceptable to all
the Baltic countries, and are coordinated
amongst themselves, affecting those types of
questions such as:

– the Baltic region’s, as a modem commu-

nity satisfying the European standards, really
socially more active and intensive integrating into
the European and world structures, development

vision (this vision should be an ideal considering
realistic implementation),

– the region – political and military stra-
tegic development mission in respect to bioso-
cial conditions concerning the region,

– the region – political and military strategy
goals, and possible forms of implementation,

– the diagnosis relating to the region19 –
biosocial atmosphere in the view of political and
military strategy, and possible scenario variations,
upon whose implementation the security of re-
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gion would be guaranteed;
3. Baltic region integration requires not only

the formation of a common political develop-
ment, and legal and economic system spread, but
also the regulation of military doctrine and de-
fence systems, and the harmonization of all these
common regulations, to guarantee that

– on one hand, that every countries’ sov-
ereign regulations and real goal possibilities for
the realization of their political and military stra-
tegic development be guaranteed,

– on the other hand, that a separate coun-
try co-operation and partnership level be
reached, that the region would function as a
unified, internally harmonized system, in term
of their common political and military strategy
development regulations;

4. The region’s integration requires inten-
sive formation and implementation of various
integration-quickening projects; among these
examples:

– projects, designed to unify and harmo-
nize all the Baltic countries’ political, economic,
legal, military and other systems and structures’
on the basis of legal norms and methods, relating
them to those of European Union and other
European, as well as NATO standards,

– projects designed to unify, harmonize
and integrate various regulating information sup-
port systems, as well as technical and technologi-
cal equipment, service and other systems: this
unification, harmonization and integration cre-
ates preconditions for the guarantee of the men-
tioned systems’ supplementation, and (most im-
portantly) to seek that every system’s potential
could be used in any extreme situation as a re-
serve or additional potential giving assistance to
another Baltic country: these projects are espe-
cially important in respect to military, legal, and
other systems,

– projects, relating to various means in in-
ternational political and military development
spheres: participation in various international
peace-keeping actions, international joint orga-
nizations and other similar projects in the con-
text of the United Nations and NATO activities,

– projects, relating to the preparation of
specialists and the expansion of their qualifica-
tions, experience, scientific studies and other
means relating to political, military strategic de-
velopment and to their development in the near
future.

The listed, and other relating situations are
valued through the understanding and solving
of the region’s political and military strategy in-
tegration problems.

3.3. The problems with the economic

integration process

Every country’s priority is economic devel-
opment. Especially the direction of the economic
development, its content, and results, the abil-
ity to solve actual problems, and the formation
and implementation of economic strategies is
conditioned not only by the economic situation
in the Baltic region , but also largely by the po-
litical and social situations and their more in-
tensive and active integration possibilities into
European and world structures.

Evaluating the economic development pros-
pects in the Baltic region, in is noted that the
only alternative (without exception) for all the
Baltic countries must be inter-regional economic

integration and a regional integration into Euro-

pean and world economic structures and markets.

In this sense, the integration processes are val-
ued as the region’s economic development ba-
sis.

Many problems raised concerning the
region’s economic integration are related to the
political development of the region: these ques-
tions touch upon the formation of political pre-
requisites necessary for the spread of economic
integration. However, next to these types of
questions, another very actual set is those which
are related to the solution of the economic con-
tent and the evaluation of the nature of the eco-
nomic atmosphere, especially those of priority
conditions:

1. The Baltic region’s economic integration
should be related to the specializations of the
separate Baltic countries, their co-operation and

partnership ideas, indicating that
– the region’s and each country’s economic

spread should be based on long-term economic

strategies and programs, accounting for the sepa-
rate specializations and economic co-operation
and partnership principle content and form; they
should orient themselves as much to their own
economic development priorities as much as to
those of the whole region, taking into account
the different specialization, co-operation and
partnership regulations,

– every country – economic priorities
should represent each and every one of that
country’s economic branches and spheres, with
which that country must, is, or can be a leader

for the whole region and with which there is an
amassed potential for further development,

– each country’s specializations could make
the whole region more powerful in respect to eco-
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nomic structures which would be oriented to-
wards the large markets of many countries and
would be powerful in the high quality of prod-
uct and high level of production capacity, al-
lowing them to be competitive in international
markets, in turn, activating the economies of the
Baltic region; inter-regional economic interna-
tionalization would allow the dismissal, or less-
ening, of the primitive internal competition in
the smaller markets,

– there should be the creation and imple-
mentation of according economic branch and
sphere development promoting mechanisms, ori-
ented toward internal co-operation and partner-
ship through the whole region; there should also
be created mechanisms for a system which would
harmonize the region, oriented toward the equal
stimulus of the region;

2. The economic integration of the Baltic
region should first of all be oriented toward the
necessary economic and social problem solution,
among which are noted the following:

– a complete production sphere and pro-

duction potential modernization of ‘high’ and new
technological implementation basis for the whole
economic system, orienting production branches
toward world market competition levels and
large export potential product production dis-
playing high specialization and co-operation
within the region and high quality: this could
guarantee good competition chances for Bal-
tic-produced goods; this type of modernization
must be implemented in those branches where
they could actually be rated as priority on the
Baltic scale (certain promotional mechanisms
should be directed toward those branches - tax
deductions, state subsidiaries, etc.),

– a complete energy system modernization,

oriented toward the fact that the region have a
stabile energy maintenance and that energy
sources be used more prudently and effectively,

– a complete modernization of the environ-

mental protection system, so that the less nega-
tive affects on the environment could be done
in the Baltic region (in the pollution sense) and
that less risk of danger could come about,

– a complete job network modernization

and spread, so that unemployment could be
gradually lessened and that there be more jobs
requiring high qualifications and intellectual re-
sources which would reflect prestige and social
safety standards,

– modernization of university and other

higher education studies and professional qualifi-

cation nurturing systems, so that there would be

a reserve of humanity in the region, reflecting
high qualifications, and that the potential of
specialists be exploited, being able to formulate,
implement and propagate innovations, modern

technologies, and modern products for all economic
activity directions;

3. The Baltic region’s economic integration
should be related to the real economic policy for-
mation and implementation, foreseeing that

– the region’s economic integration should
be oriented toward social, economic and tech-
nological development priorities: among which
are the branch priorities (energy, transportation,
etc.), social orientation priorities, state and com-

munity security and welfare priorities (crime pre-
vention, and others), universal goal priorities,
relating to all spheres of economic and social
development; these priorities must be formulated
considering the strategic nature regulations, re-
lating to the region’s development,

– a currency policy should be implemented,
promoting production good export and intensi-
fying production, at the same time guaranteeing
the separate countries’ national currencies’ sta-
bility, in respect to hard currency the world over,

– an investment policy should be imple-
mented in the Baltic region , so that the hearth
of future economy would be modern industry
based on spreading high technologies creation
and implementation; in the industry spread pros-
pect, there should be a basic regional source of
income, creating preconditions for the intense
solution for social problems, the rise in living stan-
dards and to guarantee further reproduction of
spread,

– a tax policy should be implemented so
that those social and economic development
regulations could coincide with the set social and
economic development priorities: tax mechanisms
should be used to promote development in those
areas related to the implementation of social and
other priorities,

– a foreign economic ties policy should be
formed and implemented in view of those rel-
evant priorities, among which are: priorities re-
lating to the region’s and countries economic ties;
foreign investment ties and those relating to eco-
nomic ties with various foreign countries and their
organizations not in the Baltic region,

– a unified free economic zones, science and
technology parks , regional clusters spreading policy
should be formulated and implemented, integrat-
ing the current possibilities to spread free eco-
nomic zones and various specialized science and
technology , innovation and other similar parks
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and clusters : this policy would enable not only
the integration of the region’s scientific - tech-
nological and production potential, but also
would greatly increase the attraction for foreign
investments and activate the region with mod-
ern economic activities,

– an economic activation required by the

spread of the infrastructure should be formulated
and implemented, oriented toward a trustwor-
thy and stabile working bank, insurance, consult-
ing and other institution network spread; such a
network should function accordingly with Euro-
pean and world working regulations,

– in each and every Baltic country, there
could and should be the implementation of those
means representing the country, related to eco-
nomic policy whose whole would be oriented
toward the spread of the region’s economic in-
tegration.

The mentioned, as well as other conditions
reflect the region’s economic integration’s very
broad, complex, and opposing economic devel-
opment problem panorama. These problems so-
lutions are feasible only if regulations to a real
and broad scale integration activity are formed.

Conclusions

Formation of the unified social, economic
and technological space in the Baltic region
could be defined as an important precondition
for the further modernization and for more in-
tensive and active integration of the national
societal and economic systems in the Baltic coun-
tries into the common European and global de-
velopment processes.

Formation of this unified space in the Bal-
tic region could be comprehend as an successful
case of the regional integration oriented trans-
formations in the European Union: regional in-
tegration oriented transformations could be de-
fined as an important aspect of the social, eco-
nomic and technological modernization in the
European Union in general, and as an impor-
tant factor of the knowledge based society and
knowledge economy creation.

Regional integration oriented transforma-
tions and the unified spaces in the Baltic region
formation processes could be defined as an im-

portant and an complicated scientific research area.

The main research priorities in the area of
formation of the unified social, economic and
technological space in the Baltic region are the
following:

– the preparation of the conception of the
Baltic region as a whole, including preparation

and evaluation of various system indicators of
Baltic region,

– the complex analysis of the expressions
of centripetal and centrifugal force forming in
the Baltic region as a system,

– the complex analysis of the arguments
determining the idea of the Baltic region com-
munity and unity,

– the complex analysis of the opposing ar-
guments to the idea of the Baltic region being a
community,

– the formation of regulating and self-
regulating mechanisms for Baltic region  s de-
velopment,

– the social, economic and technological
integration strategies for Baltic region.

The basis for the formation of a unified so-
cial, economic, technological space in the Baltic
region is the comprehension of this region as a
whole.

The comprehension of the Baltic region as
a whole is based upon the formation and imple-
mentation of political, economic, and social de-
velopment regulations, and the Baltic region as
a unified geopolitical , social and economic
system’s development strategy preparation and
realization should be understood as the principle
problem of the Baltic countries’ more intensive
and active integration into European and world
structures. The solution of these problems, re-
quiring a deep and complete set of arguments,
could be the essential basis to modernize the
Baltic countries, their economic systems and so-
cietal structures.

The comprehension of the Baltic region as
a whole includes these important problem ar-
eas:

– the commonality of the Baltic countries
and unified activity system and the evaluation
of the effects of these actions,

– the specific distinguishing features of the
countries, due to their shared problems and in-
tegration difficulties,

– external and internal effects and envi-
ronments, determining their integration pros-
pects and limitations,

– the integration mechanisms and condi-
tions for them to surface and spread,

– the mechanisms, and their dynamic pos-
sibilities, for more intensive and active integra-
tion into European and world structures by the
Baltic region as a whole.

The development of the Baltic region as a
whole and its effectiveness, is largely based upon
how sensible and effective these development
regulations are, and also the self-regulation
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mechanisms. Regulating and self-regulating
mechanism targeting allows the programming
and planning of development, and to foresee
the forms of rational separate country special-
izations and their co-operation and ties with
other countries. The basis of these mechanisms
could be spread even in the inter-regional inte-
gration processes of the Baltic countries.

The systematic studies of the Baltic region
as a geopolitical, economic, technological, so-
cial and cultural whole are very prospective and
actual in various ways toward the direction of
practical and scientific activity.

References

1. Baltic Postcolonialism (2006) – Ed. V. Kelertas –
Series: On the Boundary of Two Worlds: Identity,

Freedom, and Moral Imagination in the Baltics,

6. - Amsterdam, New York, Rodopi - 464 p.
2. The Baltic States and their Region: New Europe

or Old? (2005) - Ed. D. J. Smith – Series: On the

Boundary of Two Worlds: Identity, Freedom, and

Moral Imagination in the Baltics, 3. - Amsterdam,
New York, Rodopi - 328 p.

3. Brakman, S., Garretsen, H., Marrewijk, C.van,
Witteloostuijn, A. van (2006). Nations and Firms

in the Global Economy. An Introduction to Inter-

national Economic and Business – Cambridge,
Cambridge University Press – 446 p.

4. Castells, M. (2005). Informacijos amþius:

ekonomika, visuomenë ir kultûra 1. Tinklaveikos

visuomenës raida – Kaunas, Poligrafija ir
informatika – 536 p.

5. Castells, M. (2006). Informacijos amþius:

ekonomika, visuomenë ir kultûra 2. Tapatumo

galia – Kaunas, Poligrafija ir informatika – 480
p.

6. Castells, M. (2007). Informacijos amþius:

ekonomika, visuomenë ir kultûra 2.

Tûkstantmeèio pabaiga – Kaunas, Poligrafija ir
informatika – 416 p.

7. The Globalization of World Politics. An Introduc-

tion to International Relations (1997) – Ed. J.
Badylis, S. Smith – Oxford, Oxford University
Prees – 526 p.

8. Heywood, A. (1997). Politics – London,
Macmillan – 431 p.

9. Hix, S. (2006). Europos Sàjungos politinë sistema

– Vilnius, Eugrimas – 567 p.
10. Hofbauer, H. (2003) . Ost-Erweiterung : vom

Drang nach Osten zur peripheren EU-Integration
- Wien, Promedia – 240 S.

11. Huntington, S.P. (1998). The Clash of Civiliza-
tions and the Remaking of World Order - London,
Touchstone Books – 368 p.

12. Johnson, D., Turner, C. (2006). European Busi-
ness – London, N.Y., Routledge – 456 p.

13. Lavingne , M. (1995) . The Economics of Transi-

tion: From Socialist Economy to Market Economy
– London, Macmillan Press – 295 p.

14. Lewis, R.D. (2002). Kultûrø sandûra - Vilnius,
Alma littera – 432 p.

15. Lieven, A. (1995) . Pabaltijo revoliucija – Vilnius,
Baltos lankos – 475 p.

16. McQueen, H. (2001). The Essence of Capitalism
- London, Profile Books - 386 p.

17. Melnikas, B. (1997). The Integration Problems
of the Baltic States: Possibilities for the Formation
of a Unified Technological, Economic and Social
Space - East-West Scientific Cooperation. Science
and Technology Policy of the Baltic States and
International Cooperation – NATO ASI Series,
4. Science and Technology Policy - Dordrecht,
Boston, Kluwer Academic Publishers, Vol.15 –
p. 33-51

18. Melnikas, B. (1998). Development Tendencies
under Transformation Conditions - Intellectual
Property Rights in Central and Eastern Europe -
NATO Series, 4. Science and Technology Policy
- Amsterdam, Berlin, IOS Press Omsha, Vol. 25
– p. 96-107

19. Melnikas, B. (1999). Probleme der Integration
der baltischen Staaten in westliche Strukturen –
Koeln, Bundesinstitut fuer ostwissenschaftliche
und internationale Studien, 1999, N.40 – 40 S.

20. Melnikas, B. (2002). Transformacijos – Vilnius,
Vaga – 750 p.

21. Melnikas, B., Reichelt, B. (2004). Wirtschaft und
Mentalitaet. Tendenzen der EU-Osterweiterung:
eine Bruecke zwischen den Welten – Leipzig,
Leifim-Verlag – 159 s.

22. Muenkler, H. (2005). Imperien – Berlin, Rowohlt
– 332 S.

23. Osteuropa zwischen Nationalstaat und Integra-
tion (1995) - Hrsg. G.Brunner – Berlin, Berlin
Verlag - 176 S.

24. Parker, B. (2005). Introduction to Globalization
and Business – London, Sage Publications – 536
p.

25. Parsons, W. (2001). Vieðoji politika – Vilnius,
Eugrimas – 607 p.

26. Polanyi, K. (2002). Didþioji transformacija –
Vilnius, Algarvë – 328 p.

27. Politische und oekonomische Transformation in
Osteuropa  (2000) – Hrsg. G.Brunner – Baden-
Baden, Nomos – 252 S.

28. Pollert, A. (1999). Transformation at Work: In
the New Market Economies of Central Eastern
Europe – London, Sage Publications – 272 p.

29. Tomlinson, J. (2002). Globalizacija ir kultûra –
Vilnius, Mintis – 254 p.



24

Borisas Melnikas

Naujas transformacijø Europos Sàjungoje atvejis: integruotos erdvës

Baltijos regione kûrimasis

Santrauka

Europos Sàjungos ekonominëse erdvëse ðiuo metu intensyviai vyksta ávairiø regioniniø struktûrø formavimosi,
taip pat jau susiklosèiusiø regioniniø struktûrø tolimesnës raidos ir plëtros procesai. Ðie procesai ið esmës atspindi
bendràjà vidinës integracijos tendencijà, pasireiðkianèià ávairiuose Europos Sàjungos regionuose, ypaè tuose, kuriems
priklauso nedidelës ðalys, arba tuose, kurie susiformuoja keliø ðaliø teritorijø sandûroje.

Ðios tendencijos esmë yra ta, jog tokiø regionø viduje vyksta vidinës tarptautinës integracijos procesai,
iðreiðkiantys intensyvø skirtingus ekonomikos ir socialinio gyvenimo sektorius atstovaujanèiø tiek ávairios
nacionalinës kilmës, tiek ir ávairiø tarptautiniø ámoniø, jø grupiø, kitø organizacijø bendradarbiavimà, tokiø
ámoniø ir organizacijø jungimàsi á ávairius tinklus bei susiliejimà, taip pat kitais bûdais pasireiðkiantá vidiná regioniná
ekonomikos ir socialinio gyvenimo internacionalizavimà. Galima teigti, kad, vykstant vidinës tarptautinës integracijos
procesams, ávairiuose Europos Sàjungos regionuose gali formuotis nauji regioniniai branduoliai bei naujos á
internacionalizavimà orientuotos regioninës struktûros, turinèios galimybes ir perspektyvas daryti didelá poveiká
vieningai visos Europos Sàjungos ekonomikai.

Europos Sàjungai kaip visumai bei atskiriems jos regionams bûdinga bendra vidinës regioninës integracijos,
naujø regioniniø struktûrø bei regioniniø branduoliø formavimosi tendencija gali bûti suvokiama ir kaip naujas
transformacijø Europos Sàjungoje poþymis: regioninës integracijos procesais yra iðreiðkiama Europos Sàjungos
ekonominiø, o tuo paèiu ir kitø struktûrø pertvarka, nulemianti esminius kokybinius pokyèius ðios Sàjungos erdvëse.
Tai leidþia teigti, jog regioninës integracijos procesai ne tik yra transformacinio pobûdþio, bet ir parodo, kad
ðiuolaikiniame Europos Sàjungos raidos ir plëtros etape vyksta specifinës transformacijos, rodanèios naujos regionø
kompozicijos formavimàsi bei naujos regionø raidos sampratos atsiradimà.

Minëtos aplinkybës rodo, kad dabartinis Europos Sàjungos raidos laikmetis gali bûti vertinamas kaip naujo
tipo transformacijø laikotarpis.

Ypaè paþymëtina, jog naujos regionø kompozicijos formavimasis bei naujos regionø raidos sampratos atsiradimas
parodo ir Europos Sàjungoje iðryðkëjantá polinká á inovacijø potencialo tolimesná plëtojimà ir modernizavimà:
ávairiuose Europos Sàjungos regionuose vykstantys vidinës integracijos procesai gali turëti gana teigiamos átakos
incijuojant, kuriant, skleidþiant bei ágyvendinant inovacijas. Tai reiðkia, kad tokie procesai yra vertintini kaip svarbus
inovacijø potencialo visoje Europos Sàjungos erdvëje plëtojimo, modernizavimo bei stiprinimo veiksnys.

Regioniniø struktûrø formavimosi, taip pat jau susiklosèiusiø regioniniø struktûrø tolesnës raidos ir plëtros
procesai pasiþymi didþiule ávairove. Tarp tokiø procesø, kaip itin reikðmingi, gali bûti iðryðkinti ávairûs politinës,
socialinës, ekonominës bei kitaip ávardintinos integracijos procesai.

Ypaè paþymëtina, jog nagrinëjant ir vertinant regioniniø struktûrø formavimosi bei ðiø struktûrø tolimesnës
raidos ir plëtros procesus yra labai svarbu iðryðkinti tiek integracijai palankius, tiek ir jai nepalankius veiksnius:
tokia veiksniø diferenciacija leidþia kryptingai rengti ir ágyvendinti ávairialypes vidinei regioninei integracijai
skirtas politines, ekonomines, taip pat ir vadybos, valdymo bei administravimo priemones.

Ðiuo metu ávairaus pavidalo iðreiðkianèios vidinæ integracijà transformacijos vyksta daugelyje Europos Sàjungos
regionø. Tokios transformacijos ávairiomis formomis reiðkiasi ir Baltijos regione. Bltijos ðaliø ekonomikos sektoriuje
pastaruoju metu ryðkëja vis labiau intensyvëjantis ávairiø Lietuvos, Latvijos ir Estijos ámoniø bendradarbiavimas.
Taip pat vis labiau yra aktyvinama veikla ávairiø ekonomikos subjektø, traktuojanèiø Baltijos regiono rinkas kaip
vientisas, vieningas ir nedalomas. Akivaizdu, jog tokios transformacijos atspindi ir naujas galimybes bei perspektyvas
aktyvinti inovacijas ir visokeriopai skatinti socialinæ ekonominæ raidà bei mokslo ir technologijø paþangà tiek
atskiruose regionuose, tiek ir visoje Europos Sàjungoje.

Straipsnyje kompleksiðkai nagrinëjamos regioninës integracijos Baltijos regione ypatybës, parodoma vieningos
socialinës, ekonominës, kultûrinës , technologijø paþangos erdvës formavimo perspektyva. Atskleidþiami ávairûs
vidinæ integracijà Baltijos regione sàlygojantys veiksniai.

Baltijos regionas gali bûti kaip pavyzdys plëtojant tiek vidinæ regioninæ integracijà skirtinguose regionuose,
tiek ir tarpregioninius ryðius siekiant Europos Sàjungoje aktyvinti inovacijas bei toliau stiprinti jø potencialà.

Tolimesni regioninës integracijos tematikos tyrimai yra labai perspektyvi naujø transformacijø Europos
Sàjungoje tyrimo sritis.
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